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European Union Delays 
Implementation of Emissions Trading 
Scheme
On November 12, officials with the European Commission said the European 
Union (EU) would postpone emissions trading scheme (ETS) fees on 
international aircraft operations for one year. The EU’s decision was prompted 
by the International Civil Aviation Organization’s (ICAO) indication that it was 
working to provide a frame work for a global system to address CO2 emissions. 

Connie Hedegaard, commissioner for Climate Action, said in a statement that 
the EU will “stop the clock” on the ETS in an effort to further the “positive 
atmosphere” surrounding ICAO’s plans. Hedegaard confirmed that the 
moratorium only applies to international aviation operations. 

What This Means to You

If you operate aircraft to and from an EU country, you may delay compliance 
with the ETS requirements. However, the EU has indicated the ETS measure 
could automatically be reinstated if ICAO does not develop a global system for 
addressing CO2 emissions within a year. 

Contact Info

If you have any questions concerning the ETS or other aviation regulation 
matters, please contact your Husch Blackwell attorney or one of the aviation 
attorneys listed below.

David Agee - 417.268.4066
Michael Cosby - 417.268.4110
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Husch Blackwell LLP regularly publishes updates on industry trends and new developments in the 
law for our clients and friends. Please contact us if you would like to receive updates and newsletters 
or request a printed copy.

Husch Blackwell encourages you to reprint this material. Please include the statement, "Reprinted 
with permission from Husch Blackwell LLP, copyright 2012, www.huschblackwell.com" at the end of 
any reprints. Please also email info@huschblackwell.com to tell us of your reprint.

This information is intended only to provide general information in summary form on legal and 
business topics of the day. The contents hereof do not constitute legal advice and should not be relied 
on as such. Specific legal advice should be sought in particular matters.
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