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OVERVIEW

With a primary focus on project 
development and optimization, Aleava 
guides clients in their compliance with 
environmental law.
Aleava is an environmental attorney who guides companies, 
especially manufacturers and mining organizations, through the 
permitting and environmental review processes as they begin, 
expand, or alter projects. She also works alongside clients to 
develop administrative records that will stand up to scrutiny, 
ensuring that regulatory compliance is built in from the start and 
that future risks are anticipated. 

In addition, Aleava handles traditional environmental law matters, 
including Superfund and CERCLA cases, helping clients 
understand liability and defend themselves in high-stakes, high-
value disputes. Clients seeking to acquire real property with a 
history of manufacturing activities also turn to Aleava for clear 
advice on environmental risks and practical strategies for 
protection.

Aleava’s practice includes litigation, often involving objections to 
agency decisions or private disputes, such as personal injury 
matters and exposure allegations. With significant experience at 
both trial and appellate levels, Aleava is known for presenting 
strong oral arguments and crafting technical, innovative legal 
arguments that resonate with judges.

Environmental law has always fascinated Aleava thanks to its 
interdisciplinary nature. For her, working with scientific experts 
and translating complex technical information into clear legal arguments is a highlight of the 
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practice area. She loves navigating the interplay between federal and state law, various agencies, 
and a wide range of legal topics, from land use to finance. 

Early in her career, Aleava developed a focus on mining, building a multimillion-dollar natural 
resource mining practice at a time when few attorneys concentrated on a specific industry. She has 
frequently managed highly complex permitting and litigation for major, nationally known mining 
projects.

Prior to joining the firm, Aleava served in an in-house counsel role for a medical device company 
with manufacturing locations across the globe—giving her experience with overseas environmental 
regulations as well. Most importantly, her time in-house experience provided insight into the 
unique challenges faced by clients. Aleava understands that outside counsel must make clients’ 
work easier, not more complicated, and deliver clear value.

Clients benefit from Aleava’s understanding of business needs and regulatory requirements. She 
knows how important business matters are to clients, and she also knows that they genuinely 
desire to comply with regulations. Aleava helps clients align with public policy and regulatory 
expectations while achieving business goals, with an eye toward making sound environmental 
decisions that serve both business and broader societal interests.

Experience

REPRESENTATIVE TRANSACTIONAL MATTERS

• Served as lead U.S. counsel for publicly traded mining company in connection with negotiating 

and drafting of joint venture agreements involving combination of large copper-nickel deposits 

and related mining projects in the United States controlled by major international mining 

companies.

• Represented publicly traded mining company in acquiring surface and mineral lands, existing 

processing facilities and related pipeline, roadway, and rail infrastructure, and in completing 

permit transfers and associated regulatory processes.

• Represented publicly traded companies in negotiating and drafting share exchange, merger, 

and spin-off agreements.

• Assisted multiple companies in assembling surface and mineral interests and water rights in 

connection with mining and renewable energy development projects, including negotiating 

joint venture agreements, leases and licenses, option agreements, and power supply 

arrangements.
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Experience

• Provided legal opinions to mining companies in connection with equity and debt financing 

transactions.

• Advised multiple clients in negotiating, drafting, and implementing joint venture agreements 

for mining projects.

• Represented mining companies with respect to various agreements relating to equity and debt 

financing, including term and revolving loan agreements, loan security agreements, and 

securities offerings. 

• Counseled mining companies in negotiating, drafting, and implementing power supply 

arrangements, including power purchase agreements with utilities, routing of power supply 

facilities, and evaluating solar power project on existing tailings basin.

• Assisted mining companies in preparing disclosures, including technical reports, required for 

equity offerings on New York and Toronto Stock Exchanges.

• Represented mining company in negotiating and entering into project development, contract 

mining, and private and state lease agreements to develop manganese mining project.

• Advised multiple clients in negotiating and drafting royalty agreements and product sales, 

distribution, and marketing agreements.

• Assisted mining clients with legal issues and risk analyses associated with conceptual studies, 

prefeasibility studies, and other technical studies and reports.

• Advised mining companies in corporate governance matters involving joint venture 

participants.

• Represented committee of unsecured creditors in connection with mining company 

bankruptcy proceedings.

• Advised railroad company in negotiations with private PCB manufacturer and state agency 

with respect to access, remediation, and indemnification agreements involving cleanup of 

former PCB manufacturing site.
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Experience

• Represented pipeline company in negotiating easements and licenses necessary for 

development of pipeline corridors and facility construction.

• Advised agribusiness company in negotiation of power supply agreement with utility, and in 

related permitting matters with state agency, loan agreements with lender, and development 

contracts with consultants in connection with renewable energy project.

REPRESENTATIVE REGULATORY MATTERS

• Represented mining company as part of multiple-firm team that secured federal and state 

mining and environmental permits for copper-nickel mine, including permits and other 

authorizations involving federal and state water, wetlands, mining, dam safety and air laws and 

regulations.

• Represented company in negotiating financial assurance arrangements (involving hundreds of 

millions of dollars in estimated costs) with governmental authorities and private 

counterparties for mine project, including bonds, letters of credit, trust and cash arrangements, 

insurance policies, indemnity and guarantee arrangements, and other agreements.

• Advised petroleum pipeline company in connection with state environmental review and 

wetland permitting procedures relating to pipeline replacement and expansion project.

• Represented agribusiness company in completing federal environmental review under NEPA, 

U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs lease approval procedures, and U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency and tribal permitting requirements relating to construction and operation of 

production facilities located in Indian Country.

• Advised mining companies in securing permits and other authorizations, including NEPA and 

state environmental review approvals, from federal and state agencies (including U.S. Forest 

Service, U.S. Bureau of Land Management, and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers) in connection 

with programs for mineral exploration, environmental monitoring, and other project-

development related matters.
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Experience

• Assisted lead mining company in securing NPDES permit under federal Clean Water Act and 

completing consultation under federal Endangered Species Act in connection with construction 

of new tailings impoundment.

• Represented numerous companies (including variety of mining, manufacturing, and 

agribusiness operations and banks and other financial institutions) in undertaking due 

diligence investigations and in obtaining "brownfield" protections from federal and state 

agencies in connection with purchase, sale and leasing of real properties and other assets and 

in loan and other financing and investment transactions.

REPRESENTATIVE LITIGATION AND ENFORCEMENT MATTERS

• Represented railroad company in defending actions by U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 

U.S. Department of Justice, and private parties seeking contribution and response costs under 

CERCLA and state law involving cleanup of Superfund site, including remediation 

requirements for dredging in Lake Superior.

• Represented railroad company in subsequent indemnity/breach of contract action in federal 

district court involving above-referenced Superfund site, defeating plaintiff's claims and 

prevailing on railroad company's counterclaims.

• Represented trade groups for U.S. and Canadian shippers in the Great Lakes in state and 

federal actions involving challenges by environmental groups to permits and certifications 

issued pursuant to federal Clean Water Act and state law.

• Advised lead recycling company in defending against enforcement action alleging violation of 

federal and state air emissions control rules and permits and in negotiating settlement 

agreement with U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, including penalty reductions through 

use of EPA-approved supplemental environmental project.

• Assisted agricultural chemical producer and supplier in defending against enforcement action 

by state agency and in negotiating settlement agreement relating to chemical release claims.
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Experience

• Advised agribusiness companies in defending and settling federal and state enforcement 

actions involving alleged violations of permits and rules for confined animal feeding 

operations, including matters involving pollutant releases and response actions, occupational 

safety matters, and regulatory violations.

• Represented livestock producers in multiple lawsuits in federal and tribal court involving U.S. 

Bureau of Indian Affairs and tribal entities relating to claims under federal law (including 

NEPA) and tribal law, all of which were resolved to allow project to be constructed and 

operated in Indian Country.

• Acted as lead outside environmental counsel for global food manufacturer in defending in over 

20 federal and state Superfund and environmental cases principally involving chemical unit 

operated by company before CERCLA's enactment.

• Represented lender sued under CERCLA after foreclosing on security interests, and defeated 

claims in one of the first cases successfully applying CERCLA's security-interest safe harbor to 

avoid lender liability - Ashland Oil, Inc. v. Sonford Products Corp., 810 F.Supp 1057 (D. Minn. 

1993).

• Represented major pesticide manufacturers and distributors, and defeated claims by state 

agency seeking to expand Superfund-type liabilities through cost recovery against 

manufacturers/distributors in connection with chemical releases caused by their customer - 

Tessman Seed and Chemical Co, et al. v. State of Minnesota, 467 NW2d 625 (Minn. App. 

1991).

Education

• J.D., University of Minnesota Law School

• B.A., Lewis & Clark College
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Admissions

• Minnesota

• Oregon

Community Leadership
Aleava has volunteered with the Women’s Debate Institute, the only debate organization focused 
on gender inclusivity in debate, since 2005. She has previously served as a board member. As a 
first generation college student whose involvement with her undergraduate debate team led her to 
law school, Aleava is passionate about access to this pipeline to the legal profession.

Aleava cares deeply about inclusion issues in general and aims to be as involved in inclusive causes 
as possible at every firm she joins.

*Contact Aleava to set up an in-person consultation by appointment in the Minneapolis office.


