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OVERVIEW

Jeff is co-leader of the firm’s Securities &
Commodities Regulatory & Enforcement
group. With two decades of experience at the
Commodity Futures Trading Commission
(CFTC), Jeff represents companies trading
billions in global financial markets.

Jeff counsels financial institutions, trading firms, and market
participants across a broad range of asset classes, including futures,
swaps, foreign currency, digital assets, commodities, and securities.
He represents clients in civil and criminal government
investigations and enforcement actions, internal investigations,
litigation, and regulatory compliance matters. Leveraging his deep
familiarity with sophisticated trading strategies and advanced data
analytics, Jeff quickly grasps the intricacies of clients’ trading
operations and provides practical, actionable guidance.

Before entering government service, Jeff served as a first-chair
partner in commercial and financial litigation matters at a major
law firm. In 20035, he joined the CFTC’s newly established
enforcement in Kansas City, where he spent 20 years leading high-
profile investigations and litigations involving financial fraud and
manipulation. Jeff led teams of attorneys, investigators, and
forensic economists—often in parallel with state and federal
authorities—to develop and prosecute complex financial fraud and
manipulation enforcement actions. He played a key role in the
CFTC’s adaptation to electronic trading and pioneered the use of
data analytics to uncover and litigate trading misconduct.
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Industry

Financial Services & Capital
Markets

Services

Capital Markets

Commercial Litigation

Crypto, Digital Assets, & Blockchain
Financial Services Litigation

Litigation & Alternative Dispute
Resolution

Securities & Commodities
Regulatory & Enforcement

Securities & Corporate Governance

White Collar, Internal
Investigations, & Compliance
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Notably, Jeff’s leadership in the landmark CFTC v. Sarao investigation and litigation led to a detail
with the Department of Justice’s Fraud Section (Criminal Division), where he further advanced
data-driven investigative and litigation strategies in both civil and criminal settings. Throughout
his government service, Jeff maintained first-chair responsibility for major actions nationwide.

Jeff’s extensive government experience gives him unique insight into how agencies conduct
investigations, analyze data, and build enforcement cases. He understands both the strengths and
limitations of government approaches and he maintains strong working relationships with
regulators at the CFTC, SEC, FINRA, DOJ, and state agencies.

Jeff also understands the operational realities and business goals of trading firms. He has sat side-
by-side with data analysts, reviewed thousands of trading datasets, and engaged with sophisticated
trading strategies—enabling him to offer advice that is both legal sound and commercially useful.

A hands-on advocate who understands the nuances of financial markets, Jeff is committed to
immersing himself in the details of each client’s operations to deliver tailored, effective solutions.

Experience
WITH THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT:

e Led some of the CFTC's most complex and high-impact financial investigations and
enforcement actions, with a nationwide litigation portfolio focused on market manipulation,

corporate fraud, and misconduct in the commodities, derivatives, and futures markets.

* Served as lead CFTC attorney on CFTC v. Sarao, which resulted in groundbreaking civil and
criminal prosecutions for spoofing and market manipulation. The case contributed to

meaningful reforms in the electronic trading markets for derivatives and equities.

e Served as first-chair trial counsel in federal court, managing litigation teams and partnering
closely with U.S. Attorney's Offices and enforcement counterparts across DOJ, SEC, and
FINRA.

e Pioneered CFTC's use of data analytics to detect and prosecute market misconduct, integrating
advanced data techniques with traditional legal strategies to investigate spoofing,

manipulation, and other systemic abuses.
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Experience

e Served as lead counsel on a series of high stakes matters involving algorithmic and manual
trading fraud, working in close coordination with the CFTC, FBI, and other enforcement
partners. Developed and executed novel legal strategies to address emerging forms of financial
misconduct, including layered orders, disruptive trading practices, and high-frequency trading

abuses.

Recognition
e CFTC Chairman’s Award for Exceptional Service

e Commendation from the Director of the FBI

Education
e J.D., University of Missouri-Columbia, School of Law

e B.A, University of Missouri-Columbia

Admissions

e Missouri

e Kansas

e U.S. District Court, Western District of Missouri

e U.S. District Court, Northern District of Illinois

Community Leadership

Jeff volunteers with Kansas Appleseed, a grassroots organization that lobbies the Kansas state
legislature on issues that involve social services for vulnerable populations.
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*Contact Jeff to set up an in-person consultation by appointment in the Kansas City office.



