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NEWS RELEASES PUBLISHED: AUGUST 19, 2014

Husch Blackwell Boasts 106 BL 
Rankings' Best Lawyers on 2015 List, 
Seven "Lawyers of the Year"
A well-respected peer-review publication, Best Lawyers released its new 
rankings for 2015. This year, 106 Husch Blackwell attorneys were selected as 
leaders in their respective fields. Best Lawyers also named seven Husch 
Blackwell attorneys as “Lawyers of the Year.”

With a single lawyer in each practice area and designated metropolitan area 
distinguished as the “Lawyer of the Year,” this honor is particularly significant. 
Husch Blackwell’s 2015 “Lawyers of the Year” are:

James M. Ash: Kansas City, Mo. — Mergers and Acquisitions Law 

Craig S. Biesterfeld: St. Louis, Mo. — Land Use and Zoning Law 

*Steven F. Carman: Kansas City, Mo. — Corporate Law 

Gary H. Feder: St. Louis, Mo., Litigation — Real Estate 

Patricia L. Martin: Kansas City, Mo. — Employee Benefits (ERISA) Law 

John R. Phillips: Kansas City, Mo. — Arbitration 

Mary H. Stuart: Denver, Labor Law — Management

First published in 1983, Best Lawyers is based on a national survey involving 
more than 5.5 million detailed evaluations of lawyers by other lawyers.

Husch Blackwell’s 2015 Best Lawyers honorees are listed by location, followed 
by their practice area(s) and the first year of recognition. Five attorneys have 
been listed for the first time this year: Kevin Kelley of Denver, John Crossley of 
Kansas City, Mo., Carrie Hermeling and David Human of St. Louis, Mo., and 
Bill Demarest of Washington, D.C. Their names are bolded in the lists below.
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Professionals
DAVID C. AGEE

SPRINGFIELD:

417.268.4066

ST. LOUIS:

314.345.6406

DAVID.AGEE@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

MICHELLE W. ALVEY

ST. LOUIS:

314.345.6488

MICHELLE.ALVEY@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

MICHAEL R. ANNIS

ST. LOUIS:

314.345.6432

MIKE.ANNIS@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

JAMES M. ASH

KANSAS CITY:

816.983.8000

JAMES.ASH@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

MARK T. BENEDICT

KANSAS CITY:

816.283.4677

MARK.BENEDICT@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

STEVEN F. CARMAN

KANSAS CITY:

816.983.8153

STEVE.CARMAN@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

ALAN L. CATES

CHATTANOOGA:

423.757.5937

ALAN.CATES@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

CURT J. CHASE

KANSAS CITY:

816.983.8254

ST. LOUIS:

314.480.1500

CURT.CHASE@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

JOSEPH P. CONRAN

ST. LOUIS:

314.480.1900

JOE.CONRAN@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

JOHN J. CRUCIANI

KANSAS CITY:

816.983.8197

JOHN.CRUCIANI@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

CHRISTOPHER E. ERBLICH

PHOENIX:

480.824.7950

PHOENIX:

480.824.7890

CHRIS.ERBLICH@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

RONALD I. FELDMAN

CHATTANOOGA:

423.757.5906

RON.FELDMAN@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

DAVID E. GARDELS

OMAHA:

402.964.5027

DAVID.GARDELS@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

CAROLINE L. HERMELING

ST. LOUIS:

314.480.1922

CARRIE.HERMELING@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

DAVID R. HUMAN

ST. LOUIS:

314.480.1710

DAVID.HUMAN@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

ALAN H. KANDEL

ST. LOUIS:

314.345.6463

ALAN.KANDEL@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

HAL KATZ

AUSTIN:

512.703.5715

HAL.KATZ@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

CRAIG A. KOVARIK

KANSAS CITY:

816.983.8249

CRAIG.KOVARIK@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

RAYMOND S. KREIENKAMP

ST. LOUIS:

314.345.6478

RAYMOND.KREIENKAMP@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

MARK R. LEUCHTMANN

ST. LOUIS:

314.345.6422

MARK.LEUCHTMANN@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

DAVID A. LINENBROKER

ST. LOUIS:

314.345.6409

DAVID.LINENBROKER@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

MARTIN M. LORING

KANSAS CITY:

816.983.8142

MARTIN.LORING@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

LARRY L. MCMULLEN

KANSAS CITY:

816.983.8109

LARRY.MCMULLEN@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

CHARLES W. MORRIS

DALLAS:

214.999.6124

CHARLES.MORRIS@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

ALAN S. NEMES

ST. LOUIS:

314.345.6461

ALAN.NEMES@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

JOSEPH C. ORLET

ST. LOUIS:

314.480.1927

JOSEPH.ORLET@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

PAUL F. PAUTLER, JR.

KANSAS CITY:

816.983.8259

PAUL.PAUTLER@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

MATTHEW G. PERLOW

ST. LOUIS:

314.345.6442

MATTHEW.PERLOW@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

ACE PICKENS

AUSTIN:

512.479.9709

ACE.PICKENS@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

TERRY L. POTTER

ST. LOUIS:

314.345.6438

TERRY.POTTER@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

DAVID B. RAYMOND

KANSAS CITY:

816.983.8156

DAVID.RAYMOND@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

CHARLES G. RENNER

KANSAS CITY:

816.329.4702

CHARLES.RENNER@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

JASON A. RESCHLY

KANSAS CITY:

816.983.8170

JASON.RESCHLY@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

DAVID G. RICHARDSON

ST. LOUIS:

314.480.1718

DAVID.RICHARDSON@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

CHRISTOPHER J. 

ROCKERS

KANSAS CITY:

816.983.8000

CHRISTOPHER.ROCKERS

@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

JEFFREY J. SIMON

KANSAS CITY:

816.329.4711

JEFF.SIMON@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

KENNETH A. SLAVENS

ST. LOUIS:

314.345.6419

KEN.SLAVENS@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

GREGORY R. SMITH

ST. LOUIS:

314.480.1720

GREGORY.SMITH@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

JAMES R. (BUD) STRONG

ST. LOUIS:

314.480.1636

BUD.STRONG@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

HARVEY M. TETTLEBAUM

JEFFERSON CITY:

573.761.1107

HARVEY.TETTLEBAUM@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

RANDALL S. THOMPSON

ST. LOUIS:

314.345.6453

RANDALL.THOMPSON@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

ROBERT J. TOMASO

ST. LOUIS:

314.345.6433

BOB.TOMASO@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

THOMAS E. VENKER, JR.

WASHINGTON:

202.378.2300

THOMAS.VENKER@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

MARK D. WELKER

KANSAS CITY:

816.983.8148

MARK.WELKER@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

BOB WERNER

AUSTIN:

512.479.9766

BOB.WERNER@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM
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ARIZONA 

Phoenix

Christopher E. Erblich — Trusts and Estates (2007)

COLORADO

Denver 

Jeffrey A. Chase — Bet-the-Company Litigation, Commercial Litigation, First Amendment Law (1989)

Winn W. Halverhout — Health Care Law, Tax Law (2011)

Paul A. Jacobs — Real Estate Law (2006)

Kevin H. Kelley — Real Estate Law (2015)

Fred Miles — Health Care Law (1993)

Jim Miles — Health Care Law (2013)

Mary H. Stuart — Commercial Litigation, Employment Law – Management, Labor Law – 

Management, Litigation – Labor and Employment (2011)

Lawrence M. Zavadil — Commercial Litigation (2013)

ILLINOIS

Chicago 

Edward D. Manzo — Litigation – Intellectual Property, Litigation – Patent (2010)

MISSOURI 

Jefferson City

Harvey M. Tettlebaum — Health Care Law (1995)

Kansas City

Stephen T. Adams — Health Care Law, Real Estate Law (1993)

James M. Ash — Corporate Law, Mergers and Acquisitions Law (1995)

Gary D. Barnes — Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law, 

Litigation – Bankruptcy (1995)

file:///C:/home/site/wwwroot/wordTemplates/~/link.aspx%3F_id=46ACF7927FA942E6A0BBC94294BE5BFE&_z=z
file:///C:/home/site/wwwroot/wordTemplates/~/link.aspx%3F_id=674241ECB0F440C8BE182101A88AF178&_z=z
file:///C:/home/site/wwwroot/wordTemplates/~/link.aspx%3F_id=6E65B46445664F6A8A04334284A740D9&_z=z
file:///C:/home/site/wwwroot/wordTemplates/~/link.aspx%3F_id=A5F3D65645D84845BEB628CF28E088C0&_z=z


© 2026 HUSCH BLACKWELL LLP. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

Mark T. Benedict — Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law, 

Litigation – Bankruptcy (2008)

*Steven F. Carman — Corporate Law, Leveraged Buyouts and Private Equity Law (2005)

Curt J. Chase — Health Care Law (2007)

John C. Crossley — Real Estate Law (2015)

John J. Cruciani — Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law 

(2009)

Donald A. Culp — Franchise Law (1995)

David A. Fenley — Land Use and Zoning Law, Litigation – Land Use and Zoning, Real Estate Law 

(1995)

Ernest M. Fleischer — Tax Law (1995)

Gary D. Gilson — Securities/Capital Markets Law (2010)

James G. Goettsch — Mergers and Acquisitions Law (2008)

Allan V. Hallquist — Commercial Litigation (2005)

Jeffrey D. Hanslick — Employment Law – Management, Litigation – Labor and Employment (2013)

*Jeffrey T. Haughey — Securities/Capital Markets Law, Securities Regulation (2008)

William B. Kircher — Copyright Law, Patent Law, Trademark Law (1991)

Charles Christian Kirley — Real Estate Law (2011)

Craig A. Kovarik — Employee Benefits (ERISA) Law (2009)

Martin M. Loring — Energy Law (2009)

William A. Lynch — Commercial Litigation, Litigation – Trusts and Estates, Medical Malpractice Law 

– Defendants, Personal Injury Litigation – Defendants (2008)

Benjamin F. Mann — Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law 

(1995)
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Patricia L. Martin — Employee Benefits (ERISA) Law (2008)

Larry L. McMullen — Bet-the-Company Litigation, Commercial Litigation, Medical Malpractice Law – 

Defendants, Personal Injury Litigation – Defendants (1983)

Paul F. Pautler — Employment Law – Management (2013)

John R. Phillips — Arbitration, Employment Law – Management, Labor Law – Management, 

Litigation – Labor and Employment, Mediation (1993)

David B. Raymond — Construction Law, Real Estate Law (2008)

Christopher J. Redmond — Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization, 

Litigation – Bankruptcy (1987)

Charles G. Renner — Land Use and Zoning Law (2014)

Jason A. Reschly — Litigation and Controversy – Tax, Tax Law (2003)

Christopher J. Rockers — Banking and Finance Law, Equipment Finance Law (2006)

Jeffrey J. Simon — Commercial Litigation, Litigation – Antitrust, Litigation – Intellectual Property 

(2010)

Mark D. Welker — Employee Benefits (ERISA) Law (1995)

Springfield 

David C. Agee — Corporate Law (2007)

Virginia L. Fry — Commercial Litigation, Employment Law – Management, Litigation – Labor and 

Employment (2005)

St. Louis

Craig A. Adoor — Corporate Law, Securities/Capital Markets Law (2007)

Michelle W. Alvey — Copyright Law (2014)

Michael R. Annis — Commercial Litigation, Litigation – Intellectual Property, Litigation – Patent 

(2010)

Mark G. Arnold — Appellate Practice, Commercial Litigation (2001)
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Craig S. Biesterfeld — Eminent Domain and Condemnation Law, Land Use and Zoning Law, 

Litigation – Land Use and Zoning, Litigation – Real Estate, Real Estate Law (1995)

Thomas M. Carney — Antitrust Law, Mass Tort Litigation/Class Actions – Defendants, Product 

Liability Litigation – Defendants (2011)

Joseph P. Conran — Commercial Litigation (2008)

Samuel Digirolamo — Litigation – Intellectual Property, Patent Law, Trademark Law (2007)

Robert P. Edler — Trusts and Estates (1995)

Gary H. Feder — Eminent Domain and Condemnation Law, Land Use and Zoning Law, Litigation – 

Land Use and Zoning, Litigation – Real Estate, Real Estate Law (2007)

Richard E. Feldman — Real Estate Law (2013)

Ruth Hays — Employee Benefits (ERISA) Law (1995)

Kenneth R. Heineman — Litigation – Intellectual Property, Mass Tort Litigation/Class Actions – 

Defendants, Product Liability Litigation – Defendants (2005)

Caroline L. Hermeling — Real Estate Law (2015)

Bradley S. Hiles — Litigation – Environmental (1995)

David R. Human – Real Estate Law (2015)

Alan H. Kandel — Employee Benefits (ERISA) Law (2010)

Kenneth W. Kingma — Trusts and Estates (2006)

Raymond S. Kreienkamp — Tax Law, Trusts and Estates (2007)

Mark R. Leuchtmann — Trusts and Estates (2001)

Edward J. Lieberman — Banking and Finance Law (2010)

David A. Linenbroker — Real Estate Law (2010)

John P. McNearney — Real Estate Law (2005)

Christine F. Miller — Employment Law – Management (2013)
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Kathleen T. Mueller — Real Estate Law (2003)

Joseph G. Nassif — Environmental Law (2003)

Alan S. Nemes — Copyright Law, Litigation – Intellectual Property, Trademark Law (2005)

Mary Anne O’Connell — Corporate Law, Mergers and Acquisitions Law (2007)

Joseph C. Orlet — Mass Tort Litigation/Class Actions – Defendants (2013)

Matthew G. Perlow — Trusts and Estates (2003)

Alan E. Popkin — Antitrust Law, Bet-the-Company Litigation, Commercial Litigation, Legal 

Malpractice Law – Plaintiffs, Litigation – Antitrust (1993)

Maury B. Poscover — Banking and Finance Law, Corporate Law, Equipment Finance Law (1995)

Terry L. Potter — Employment Law – Management, Labor Law – Management, Labor Law – Union, 

Litigation – Labor and Employment (2012)

Laura K. Rebbe — Real Estate Law (2008)

David G. Richardson — Land Use and Zoning Law, Real Estate Law (2007)

Kenneth A. Slavens — Litigation – Construction (2005)

Gregory R. Smith — Eminent Domain and Condemnation Law, Land Use and Zoning Law, Real 

Estate Law (2007)

Mark E. Stallion — Copyright Law (2010)

James R. Strong — Trusts and Estates (2003)

Randall S. Thompson — Employment Law – Individuals, Employment Law – Management, Labor 

Law – Union, Litigation – Labor and Employment (2013)

Robert J. Tomaso — Employment Law – Management, Labor Law – Management, Litigation – Labor 

and Employment (2006)

Thomas E. Venker, Jr. — Tax Law, Trusts and Estates (1995)

NEBRASKA 

file:///C:/home/site/wwwroot/wordTemplates/~/link.aspx%3F_id=51A414F23A7E4665A7EF475F2083CB14&_z=z
file:///C:/home/site/wwwroot/wordTemplates/~/link.aspx%3F_id=E7A1429AC33D4E468FEEA2606C906762&_z=z
file:///C:/home/site/wwwroot/wordTemplates/~/link.aspx%3F_id=8CB89AB5B1BC452CBECB47A7CDF97CC2&_z=z
file:///C:/home/site/wwwroot/wordTemplates/~/link.aspx%3F_id=6CEBEF3E9B484E18B529D5E8E15F18D5&_z=z
file:///C:/home/site/wwwroot/wordTemplates/~/link.aspx%3F_id=CE7EE7A98F424BABA04EBF339DFED684&_z=z
file:///C:/home/site/wwwroot/wordTemplates/~/link.aspx%3F_id=29D418BE0A3B49A1A730C9F571D2CE4A&_z=z
file:///C:/home/site/wwwroot/wordTemplates/~/link.aspx%3F_id=8C7A8C08E1DF4094A67E3980A734FE46&_z=z
file:///C:/home/site/wwwroot/wordTemplates/~/link.aspx%3F_id=5C2D36ECF50F4ADA80B863DBFCB78CD3&_z=z
file:///C:/home/site/wwwroot/wordTemplates/~/link.aspx%3F_id=3C0E73E8DEDA47BCA4901B39001078CA&_z=z
file:///C:/home/site/wwwroot/wordTemplates/~/link.aspx%3F_id=087226241BE643A694F65EE4AFD6F9E2&_z=z
file:///C:/home/site/wwwroot/wordTemplates/~/link.aspx%3F_id=C1E899EDE62F4F43BE1B575B6156954A&_z=z


© 2026 HUSCH BLACKWELL LLP. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

Omaha

Michael S. Degan — Commercial Litigation (2013)

David E. Gardels — Corporate Law, International Trade and Finance Law (2005)

Steven Grasz — Appellate Practice (2012)

Todd A. Richardson — Corporate Law, Mergers and Acquisitions Law (2006)

TENNESSEE 

Chattanooga

Alan L. Cates — Litigation – Trusts and Estates, Non-Profit/Charities Law, Trusts and Estates (2003)

Ronald I. Feldman — Real Estate Law (2010)

Memphis

Herbert B. Wolf, Jr. — Corporate Law, Tax Law (2003)

TEXAS 

Austin

Jackson B. Battle — Environmental Law, Litigation – Environmental (2010)

Robert L. Davis — Real Estate Law (1995)

David W. Hilgers — Health Care Law (1995)

R. Keith Hopson — Environmental Law, Litigation – Environmental (1999)

Hal Katz — Health Care Law (2008)

Ace Pickens — Health Care Law (1993)

Julian Rivera — Health Care Law (2010)

Thomas H. Watkins — Bet-the-Company Litigation, Commercial Litigation, Litigation – 

Environmental, Litigation – Patent (1989)

Robert Werner — Real Estate Law (2013)

Dallas

file:///C:/home/site/wwwroot/wordTemplates/~/link.aspx%3F_id=234F1B59C85E48C9B1859B4EE56D6DC9&_z=z
file:///C:/home/site/wwwroot/wordTemplates/~/link.aspx%3F_id=53AE8254629446AFA8376D3297AEAF92&_z=z
file:///C:/home/site/wwwroot/wordTemplates/~/link.aspx%3F_id=F269B5294E144D938AD300C566F57FD9&_z=z
file:///C:/home/site/wwwroot/wordTemplates/~/link.aspx%3F_id=CA0436C7C453416B8F6BC62F651918F8&_z=z
file:///C:/home/site/wwwroot/wordTemplates/~/link.aspx%3F_id=A3AF6E9BC60A496BAA1CC164C69AEBBD&_z=z
file:///C:/home/site/wwwroot/wordTemplates/~/link.aspx%3F_id=A49BCEAA511949BFAD2379EF962A4899&_z=z


© 2026 HUSCH BLACKWELL LLP. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

Robert W. Dupuy — Real Estate Law (2003)

Charles W. Morris — Real Estate Law (2003)

WASHINGTON, D.C.

William F. Demarest, Jr. — Energy Law (2015)

*Steve Carman relocated to the firm’s Austin office and Jeff Haughey relocated to the firm’s Denver 
office.
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