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NEWS RELEASES PUBLISHED: JUNE 10, 2026

Husch Blackwell Earns 20 Practice 
Rankings in 2026 Edition of The 
Legal 500
The Legal 500 recommended 20 Husch Blackwell practice areas in the United 
States 2026 guide released today and extensively ranked individual firm 
attorneys. For the sixth straight year, the firm’s Higher Education team earned 
the “Top Tier Firm” designation.

Additionally, the firm earned recognition in key practices such as energy, 
healthcare, mergers and acquisitions, complex torts, and real estate, among 
others. A complete list of firm and attorney rankings are below.
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Professionals
MARSHALL A. CUSTER

DENVER:

303.749.7239

MARSHALL.CUSTER@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

STEVEN N. LEVINE

DENVER:

303.749.7200

STEVE.LEVINE@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

ALYSSA B. SAMUEL

LOS ANGELES:

213.337.6550

ALYSSA.SAMUEL@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

MEGAN E. BEEBE

DENVER:

303.749.7237

MEGAN.BEEBE@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

MICHAEL A. BRANDESS

CHICAGO:

312.526.1542

MICHAEL.BRANDESS@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

LINDY MARTINEZ

DENVER:

303.749.7213

LINDY.MARTINEZ@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

BRENT T. SALMONS

WASHINGTON:

202.378.5343

BRENT.SALMONS@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

JENNIFER L. CAVNER

AUSTIN:

512.370.3325

JENNIFER.CAVNER@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

TESSA K. JACOB

KANSAS CITY:

816.983.8233

TESSA.JACOB@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

STEVEN A. NEELEY

WASHINGTON:

202.378.2331

STEVE.NEELEY@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

KIP B. RANDALL

KANSAS CITY:

816.983.8000

KIP.RANDALL@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

LISA J. PARKER

CHICAGO:

312.526.1539

LISA.PARKER@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

JOHN W. BORKOWSKI

CHICAGO:

312.655.1500

JOHN.BORKOWSKI@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

ANNE D. CARTWRIGHT

KANSAS CITY:

816.983.8000

ANNE.CARTWRIGHT@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

MARISA R. DE FEO

MARISA.DEFEO@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

MARY E. DEWEESE

CHICAGO:

312.526.1634

MARY.DEWEESE@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

HAYLEY E. HANSON

KANSAS CITY:

816.983.8377

HAYLEY.HANSON@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

JULIE MICELI

OMAHA:

402.964.5000

JULIE.MICELI@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

JASON J. MONTGOMERY

KANSAS CITY:

816.983.8291

JASON.MONTGOMERY@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

SEAN TASSI

KANSAS CITY:

816.983.8330

SEAN.TASSI@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

DEREK T. TEETER

KANSAS CITY:

816.983.8331

DEREK.TEETER@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

SYLVIA BARTELL

WASHINGTON:

202.378.2368

SYLVIA.BARTELL@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

MICHAEL BLACKWELL

WASHINGTON:

202.378.2300

MICHAEL.BLACKWELL@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

RICHARD BONNIFIELD

WASHINGTON:

202.378.2300

RICHARD.BONNIFIELD@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

CARRIE COLLIER-BROWN

AUSTIN:

512.703.5723

CARRIE.COLLIERBROWN@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

HOLLY HEINRICH

AUSTIN:

512.472.5456

HOLLY.HEINRICH@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

ANNA R. KIMBRELL

KANSAS CITY:

816.983.8358

ANNA.KIMBRELL@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

BRIAN H. POTTS

MADISON:

608.234.6078

BRIAN.POTTS@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

CHRIS REEDER

AUSTIN:

512.479.1154

CHRIS.REEDER@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

JEFFREY L. 

VERCAUTEREN

MADISON:

608.234.6042

JEFF.VERCAUTEREN@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

LINDA L. WALSH

WASHINGTON:

202.378.2308

LINDA.WALSH@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

ALAINA M. ZERMENO

AUSTIN:

512.472.5456

ALAINA.ZERMENO@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

DAVID R. ZOPPO

MADISON:

608.234.6077

DAVID.ZOPPO@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

MATT BONOVICH

CHICAGO:

310.463.8699

MATT.BONOVICH@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

JAI KHANNA

CHICAGO:

312.655.1500

JAI.KHANNA@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

CHRISTOPHER K. 

FRIEDMAN

NASHVILLE:

615.949.2252

CHRIS.FRIEDMAN@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

MARCI V. KAWSKI

MADISON:

608.234.6051

MARCI.KAWSKI@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

SUSAN M. SEAMAN

MADISON:

608.255.4440

SUSAN.SEAMAN@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

LESLIE A. SOWERS

WASHINGTON:

202.378.2384

LESLIE.SOWERS@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

HAL J. PERLOFF

WASHINGTON:

202.378.2354

HAL.PERLOFF@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

BRIAN P. WAAGNER

WASHINGTON:

202.378.2355

BRIAN.WAAGNER@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

STEPHEN GARDNER

MADISON:

608.258.7123

STEPHEN.GARDNER@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

DON J. MIZERK

CHICAGO:

312.526.1546

DON.MIZERK@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

BRYAN STEWART

CHICAGO:

312.655.1500

BRYAN.STEWART@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

RAGINI A. ACHARYA

DENVER:

303.749.7200

RAGINI.ACHARYA@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

ROBERT K. BLAISDELL

BOSTON:

617.598.6723

ROBERT.BLAISDELL@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

CRYSTAL M. BLOOM

BOSTON:

617.598.6783

CRYSTAL.BLOOM@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

CURT J. CHASE

KANSAS CITY:

816.983.8254

ST. LOUIS:

314.480.1500

CURT.CHASE@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

PETER J. ENKO

KANSAS CITY:

816.983.8312

PETER.ENKO@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

ALISON HOLLENDER

DALLAS:

214.999.6193

ALISON.HOLLENDER@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

HAL KATZ

AUSTIN:

512.703.5715

HAL.KATZ@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

THOMAS N. SHORTER

MADISON:

608.234.6015

MINNEAPOLIS:

612.852.2700

PHOENIX:

480.824.7890

TOM.SHORTER@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

HARVEY M. TETTLEBAUM

JEFFERSON CITY:

573.761.1107

HARVEY.TETTLEBAUM@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

KIRSTEN A. BYRD

KANSAS CITY:

816.983.8384

KIRSTEN.BYRD@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

JASON R. FATHALLAH

MILWAUKEE:

414.978.5502

JASON.FATHALLAH@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

DIETER J. JUEDES

MILWAUKEE:

414.978.5361

DIETER.JUEDES@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

DAVID W. SOBELMAN

ST. LOUIS:

314.480.1837

DAVID.SOBELMAN@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

LAUREN YBARRA

AUSTIN:

512.479.1143

LAUREN.YBARRA@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

BEAU JACKSON

KANSAS CITY:

816.983.8202

WASHINGTON:

202.378.2406

BEAU.JACKSON@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

KARA R. FUSSNER

ST. LOUIS:

314.345.6229

KARA.FUSSNER@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

JENNIFER E. HOEKEL

ST. LOUIS:

314.345.6123

JENNIFER.HOEKEL@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

PAUL L. SMELCER

ST. LOUIS:

314.480.1500

PAUL.SMELCER@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

DAVID W. ECKHARDT

MILWAUKEE:

414.978.5414

DAVID.ECKHARDT@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

MOLLY CALLENDER 

HOBBS

DENVER:

303.749.7275

MOLLY.HOBBS@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

ALAN H. KANDEL

ST. LOUIS:

314.345.6463

ALAN.KANDEL@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

CRAIG A. KOVARIK

KANSAS CITY:

816.983.8249

CRAIG.KOVARIK@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

TIFFANY L. BALDWIN

ST. LOUIS:

314.480.1935

TIFFANY.BALDWIN@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

EDGAR CENICEROS-

HERRADA

MILWAUKEE:

414.978.5727

EDGAR.CENICEROS-

HERRADA@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

CHRISTINE E. FABIN

KANSAS CITY:

816.983.8000

CHRISTINE.FABIN@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

KELLI J. MEILINK

KANSAS CITY:

816.983.8309

KELLI.MEILINK@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM 

STEVEN F. CARMAN

KANSAS CITY:

816.983.8153

STEVE.CARMAN@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

ASHLEY L. F. EDWARDS

ST. LOUIS:

314.480.1641

ASHLEY.EDWARDS@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

KIRSTIN P. SALZMAN

KANSAS CITY:

816.983.8316

KIRSTIN.SALZMAN@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

EDWARD V. WILSON

KANSAS CITY:

816.983.8371

EDWARD.WILSON@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

JENNIFER L. DLUGOSZ

CHICAGO:

312.655.1500

JEN.DLUGOSZ@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

JOSEPH A. KILPATRICK

CHICAGO:

312.655.1500

JOE.KILPATRICK@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

J.Y. MILLER

ST. LOUIS:

314.480.1500

J.Y.MILLER@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

BRANDAN P. MUELLER

ST. LOUIS:

314.480.1825

BRANDAN.MUELLER@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

LISA OBERG

OAKLAND:

510.768.0650

LISA.OBERG@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

JACOB SAWYER

CHICAGO:

312.526.1517

JACOB.SAWYER@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

KELVIN WYLES

LOS ANGELES:

213.337.6550

KELVIN.WYLES@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

JONATHAN W. GIOKAS

ST. LOUIS:

314.480.1713

JONATHAN.GIOKAS@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

ANDREW M. HODGSON

CHATTANOOGA:

423.757.5936

ANDREW.HODGSON@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

DAVID A. LINENBROKER

ST. LOUIS:

314.345.6409

DAVID.LINENBROKER@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

CHARLES G. RENNER

KANSAS CITY:

816.329.4702

CHARLES.RENNER@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

JOSHUA B. LEVY

MILWAUKEE:

414.978.5554

JOSHUA.LEVY@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

ERIC J. MEIER

MILWAUKEE:

414.978.5413

ERIC.MEIER@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

BRENT A. MEYER

OMAHA:

402.964.5039

BRENT.MEYER@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

JEFFREY D. WHITNEY

DENVER:

303.749.7212

JEFF.WHITNEY@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

RODNEY W. CARTER

MILWAUKEE:

414.978.5365

CHICAGO:

312.655.1500

RODNEY.CARTER@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

KATHARINE D. DAVID

HOUSTON:

713.525.6258

KATE.DAVID@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM 

SANDY HELLUMS-GOMEZ

HOUSTON:

713.525.6222

SANDY.GOMEZ@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM 

NIKELLE MEADE

AUSTIN:

512.472.5456

NIKELLE.MEADE@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

JAMES C. REMINGTON

MILWAUKEE:

414.978.5527

JAKE.REMINGTON@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

DAVID G. RICHARDSON

ST. LOUIS:

314.480.1718

DAVID.RICHARDSON@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

DANIEL L. BRAY

DENVER:

303.389.4673

DANIEL.BRAY@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

REBECCA H. MITICH

MILWAUKEE:

414.978.5367

REBECCA.MITICH@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

DAVID C. AGEE

SPRINGFIELD:

417.268.4066

ST. LOUIS:

314.345.6406

DAVID.AGEE@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

LAUREN M. HAWKINS

SPRINGFIELD:

417.268.4034

LAUREN.HAWKINS@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

WHITNEY S. LOPEZ

DALLAS:

214.999.6100

WHITNEY.LOPEZ@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

CHRIS C. SUNDBERG

OAKLAND:

510.768.0655

CHRIS.SUNDBERG@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

AMANDA E. TUMMONS

SPRINGFIELD:

417.268.4136

AMANDA.TUMMONS@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

LANA YAGHI

WASHINGTON:

202.378.2300

LANA.YAGHI@

HUSCHBLACKWELL.COM

https://www.legal500.com/firms/51185-husch-blackwell-llp/c-united-states/rankings
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Tessa Jacob

Steve Neeley

Kip Randall

Education – Top Tier Firm

Leading partners 

Lisa Parker

Recommended attorneys 

John Borkowski

Anne Cartwright

Marisa De Feo

Mary Deweese

Hayley Hanson

Julie Miceli

Jason Montgomery

Sean Tassi

Derek Teeter

Energy: Energy regulation: electric power

Recommended attorneys 

Sylvia Bartell

Mike Blackwell

Richard Bonnifield

Carrie Collier-Brown

Holly Heinrich

Anna Kimbrell

Brian Potts

Chris Reeder

Jeff Vercauteren

Linda Walsh

Alaina Zermeno
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David Zoppo

Energy: Renewable/alternative power

Leading partners 

Anna Kimbrell

Recommended attorneys 

Matt Bonovich

Jai Khanna

Financial services regulation: Consumer finance

Recommended attorneys 

Christopher Friedman

Marci Kawski

Susan Seaman

Leslie Sowers

Government contracts

Recommended attorneys 

Steve Neeley

Hal Perloff

Brian Waagner

Healthcare: Life sciences

Recommended attorneys 

Stephen Gardner

Don Mizerk

Bryan Stewart

Healthcare: Service providers

Recommended attorneys 

Ragini Acharya

Robert Blaisdell

Crystal Bloom
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Curt Chase

Pete Enko

Alison Hollender

Hal Katz

Tom Shorter

Harvey Tettlebaum

Insurance: Advice to insurers

Recommended attorneys 

Kirsten Byrd

Jason Fathallah

Dieter Juedes

David Sobelman

Lauren Ybarra

Intellectual property - Patents: litigation (International Trade Commission)

Leading partners 

Beau Jackson

Recommended attorneys 

Kara Fussner

Jennifer Hoekel

Paul Smelcer

Labor and employment: Employee benefits, executive compensation and retirement 
plans: design

Recommended attorneys 

David Eckhardt

Molly Hobbs

Alan Kandel

Craig Kovarik

Labor and employment: Workplace and employment counseling – Firm to Watch
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Labor and employment: Immigration

Recommended attorneys 

Tiffany Baldwin

Edgar Ceniceros-Herrada

Christine Fabin

Kelli Meilink

M&A: middle-market (sub-$500 million)

Recommended attorneys 

Steve Carman

Ashley Edwards

Kirstin Salzman

Ed Wilson

Product liability, mass tort and class action - defense: toxic tort

Recommended attorneys 

Jen Dlugosz

Joe Kilpatrick

J.Y Miller

Brandan Mueller

Lisa Oberg

Jacob Sawyer

Kelvin Wyles

Real estate

Recommended attorneys 

Jon Giokas

Andrew Hodgson

David Linenbroker

Charles Renner

Real estate: Construction (including construction litigation)
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Recommended attorneys 

Joshua Levy

Eric Meier

Brent Meyer

Jeff Whitney

Real estate: Land use/zoning

Recommended attorneys 

Rod Carter

Kate David

Sandy Hellums-Gomez

Nikelle Meade

Jake Remington

David Richardson

Real estate finance

Recommended attorneys 

Dan Bray

Rebecca Mitich

David Richardson

Transport: Aviation and air travel: finance

Recommended attorneys 

David Agee

Lauren Hawkins

Whitney Lopez

Chris Sundberg

Amanda Tummons

Lana Yaghi

The Legal 500 analyzes and ranks the capabilities of law firms around the world in over 150 
jurisdictions with a comprehensive research program. The rankings highlight practice area teams that 
provide “the most cutting edge and innovative advice to corporate counsel.” Research is based on 
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feedback from 300,000 law firm clients worldwide, submissions from law firms and interviews with 
leading private practice lawyers.


